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SUBJECT:  GUIDELINES ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TWO-MILLION-PESO
(PhP 2,000,000.00) SUPPORT FOR SMALL INTERVENTION REQUESTS
(SIR) UNDER THE NATIONAL ORGANIC AGRICULTURE PROGRAM (NOAP)

Section 1. Rationale

Section 2 of Republic Act No. 10068, or the Organic Agriculture Act of 2010, as amended by
Republic Act No. 11511, declares that it is the policy of the state to promote, propagate,
develop further, and implement organic agriculture in the Philippines. Organic agriculture
contributes to environmental sustainability, biodiversity conservation, soil health, and the
production of safe and nutritious food.

Farmers' Cooperatives and Associations (FCAs) and other organic practitioners play a vital
role in promoting organic agriculture in the Philippines. However, they often encounter
significant challenges that hinder their growth and sustainability. Limited access to
essential resources such as seeds, planting materials, agricultural farm inputs, basic farm
tools, and small equipment makes it difficult to fully adopt organic practices and achieve
optimal productivity.

The National Organic Agriculture Program-National Program Coordinating Office
(NOAP-NPCO) recognizes the need to provide initial assistance to applicants not yet eligible
for the Organic Agriculture Livelihood Program (OALP), to enhance productivity, promote
organic practices, improve market access, and bridge gaps in resources and technical
readiness in support of sustainable agriculture in line with the agenda of the program.

In response, the NOAP-NPCO initiated the establishment of the Small Intervention Request
(SIR) that shall serve as a short-term support mechanism aimed at enhancing the
foundational capacities of beneficiaries and preparing them to meet the standards and
requirements necessary for full engagement in organic agriculture through the OALP. The
SIR is not an integral component of the OALP but is designed as a separate and distinct
support mechanism under the NOAP. However, the two are strategically linked, as the SIR
can serve as a preparatory intervention for prospective OALP beneficiaries.

The National Organic Agriculture Board (NOAB), through Resolution No. 01, Series of 2025,
approved the proposed allocation of Two Million Pesos (PhP 2,000,000.00) for each
Regional Field Office (RFO) under organic funding and the adaptation of the mechanics of
implementation in support of SIR through Resolution No. 7, Series of 2025.

In line with this, each RFO shall allocate PhP 2,000,000.00 from its annual budget to
accommodate the requests from Farmers’ Cooperatives and Associations (FCAs) and other
eligible organic agriculture practitioners.

The provisions of this Memorandum Circular aim to establish the rules and procedures for
availing of the SIR.




Section 2. Objectives

This Memorandum Circular aims to:

2.1. Establish guidelines for the adoption of the mechanics for the implementation of the

two-million-peso support for SIR;

2.2. Provide short-term support that addresses the immediate resource and capacity

gaps of applicants who are not yet eligible for the Organic Agriculture Livelihood
Program (OALP);

2.3. Functions as a preparatory phase to help applicants build the competencies,

systems, and practices aligned with organic agriculture.

Section 3. Scope

This guideline covers the implementation of the SIR support under the NOAP. The
assistance from the program includes, but is not limited to, production support such as
seeds, planting materials, agricultural inputs, basic farm tools, small equipment, and
small-value machinery.

Section 4. Definition of Terms

For these guidelines, the following terms shall be defined as follows:

4.1.

4.2,

4.3.

4.4.

4.5.

4.6.

Gawad Saka Awardee refers to outstanding individuals, groups, or organizations in
the agriculture and fisheries sectors who are recognized by the Department of
Agriculture (DA) for their significant contributions, excellence, innovation, and
adoption of sustainable practices. It also highlights the success stories of awardees,
provides incentives, and supports the DA’s broader goals for sectoral development

Learning Sites in Agriculture (LSA) refers to a farm that serves as a practical,
hands-on training ground for farmers, students, and other individuals interested in
sustainable agriculture practices.

National Organic Agriculture Achiever’s Award (NOAAA) awardee refers to various
categories, including Local Government Units (LGUs), provincial and city/municipal
focal persons, agricultural extension workers (AEWs), farmers' organizations, small
farmers, and farming families that show outstanding contribution in the promotion
and development of OA in the country.

Organic refers to the particular farming and processing systems, described in the
standards, and not in the classical chemical sense. The term “organic” is synonymous
in other languages with “biological” or “ecological”. It is also a labeling term that
denotes products considered organic based on the Philippine National Standards for
organic agriculture.

Organic agriculture is a holistic production management system that promotes and
enhances agro-ecosystem health, including biodiversity, biological cycles, and soil
biological activity; emphasizes the use of management practices over the use of
off-farm inputs; and utilizes cultural, biological, and mechanical methods as opposed
to synthetic materials.

Organic Agriculture Livelihood Project (OALP) refers to a project under DA-NOAP
that aims to empower organic farmers and practitioners by providing assistance to
address challenges in organic farming, such as the limited supply of organic inputs,
scarcity of farm labor, and lack of access to processing and marketing facilities.




4.7. Small intervention request is a short-term support mechanism from the program
intended to supplement the applicants' existing resources and gradually build their
capacity to qualify for and implement the Organic Agriculture Livelihood Program
(OALP). Assistance shall be provided in-kind, in the form of goods or services
equivalent to the amount requested, depending on the needs and type of the
applicant.

4.8. Undergraduates refers to students who are enrolled in a college or university,
pursuing a degree in agriculture or any agriculture-related course, and are in the
process of conducting their thesis/research.

4.9. Youth Internship Program in Organic Agriculture (YIPOA) graduates refers to the
youth interns who completed their 21-month internship. They are trained in organic
crop production and management, livestock raising, fishery, production of natural
fertilizer and pesticides, food processing, farm machinery operation, and
troubleshooting, among others.

Section 5. Applicants

These guidelines shall be applied to eligible applicants and shall exclude those listed under
the negative list.

5.1. Eligible Applicants
The following applicants shall be considered as eligible beneficiaries:

5.1.1. Farmer cooperatives/associations (FCAs) engaged in organic agriculture;

5.1.2. Secondary education institutions engaged in organic agriculture;

5.1.3. Learning sites in agriculture (LSA) that are exclusively practicing organic/

natural/ no synthetic/ no GMO farming system;

5.1.4. Youth Internship Program in Organic Agriculture (YIPOA) graduates, and

5.1.5. Other OA practitioners and enthusiasts, such as, but not limited to, retired DA
employees, undergraduates enrolled in agriculture-related courses conducting
research on OA, Gawad Saka/NOAAA Awardee, Persons with Disabilities (PWDs),
including clients endorsed by the NOAP Directorate and/or the NOAB, and walk-in
clients who are willing to engage in organic farming, may also be considered,
subject to the approval of the RFOs.

Furthermore, for an applicant to be considered eligible, it shall not fall under the
enumeration provided for in the subsequent subsection.

5.2. Negative List of Applicants

To rationalize the allocation of the NOAP funds and prioritize organic farmers in the
availment of assistance, the following are the negative list of applicants under the SIR:

5.2.1. Organic Agriculture Livelihood Project (OALP) recipients
5.2.2. Local government units (LGUs)

5.2.3. State universities and colleges (SUCs)

5.2.4. Private universities and colleges




Section 6. Documentary Requirements

Eligible applicants shall submit the following documents to their respective DA-Regional
Field Office (DA-RFO):

1. Letter of request addressed to the Regional Executive Director of the concerned DA
RFO (Attachment 1)

2. Applicants’ policy document outlining the purpose, objective, and commitment to
implement the SIR, including basic guidelines on the use of intervention,
accountability, and alignment with organic agriculture principles on the SIR to be
received. (Attachment 2)

3. For the 2nd request for availment, attestation of the Regional OA Focal Person
confirming that the first approved project was successfully implemented as planned
and has had a positive impact on the applicant.

Section 7. Mechanics of Implementation

This section outlines the application process, approval, and implementation of availing the
SIR.

7.1. The application process for availing the SIR is as follows:

7.1.1. As a prerequisite, the SIR applicant must be included in the NOAP list of OA
practitioners. Thus, the DA RFOs and NOAP-NPCO shall expedite and continue the
profiling activities of OA practitioners and prospective SIR applicants;

7.1.2. The eligible applicant shall submit the application documents to the concerned
DA RFO;

7.1.3. The RFO-OAP shall review and validate the submitted documents of the applicant
and cross-check with the beneficiary profile.

7.2 The approval and implementation process are as follows:

7.2.1. For qualified applications, the RFO-OAPs shall include the requests in their
respective annual Plan and Budget Proposal (PBP), for consideration by the NOAP-
NPCO in the consolidated PBP;

7.2.2. Once PBP is approved and/or funding is available, the RFO-OAP shall implement
the request;

7.2.3. The NPCO and/or RFO-OAP shall monitor the utilization of the delivered
intervention to ensure the proper implementation.

Section 8. Funding Source

Funding for the SIR shall primarily be sourced from the NOAP Fund. The DA-RFOs shall
allocate a maximum of Two Million Pesos (PhP 2,000,000.00) from their annual budget
proposal to accommodate SIR from eligible applicants.

Other units within the Department of Agriculture (DA) and other government agencies may
also provide financial assistance or in-kind support to maximize impact. Furthermore,
LGUs and other local institutions are encouraged to extend supplementary support to
ensure the successful implementation of the project




Section 9. Fund Availment

The SIR serves as short-term support to augment the existing resources of applicants and
gradually capacitate them to undertake the OALP. Each applicant may avail of the SIR up to
two (2) times, with a maximum aggregate amount of Five Hundred Thousand Pesos (PhP
500,000.00) for FCAs and secondary education institutions, and Ten Thousand Pesos (PhP
10,000.00) for other applicants. Assistance may be availed either as a single availment for
the full maximum amount or through staggered availments over multiple fiscal years,
provided that the total assistance received does not exceed the prescribed maximum limit.

Eligible Applicants Maximum Aggregate
Amount of Availment
1. Farmer Cooperatives/Associations (FCAs) engaged in PhP 500,000.00
organic agriculture
2. Secondary education institutions engaged in organic PhP 500,000.00
agriculture;
3. Learning Sites in Agriculture (LSA) that are exclusively PhP 10,000.00

practicing organic/ natural/ no synthetic/ no GMO
farming systems;

4. Youth Internship Program in Organic Agriculture (YIPOA) PhP 10,000.00
graduates
5. Other OA practitioners and enthusiasts, such as, but not PhP 10,000.00

limited to, retired DA employees, undergraduates enrolled
in agriculture-related courses conducting research on OA,
Gawad Saka/NOAAA Awardee, Persons with Disabilities
(PWDs), including clients endorsed by the NOAP
Directorate and/or the NOAB, and walk-in clients who are
willing to engage in organic farming, may also be
considered, subject to the approval of the RFOs.

Section 10. Modality

The SIR shall be provided as in-kind assistance. Approved requests from applicants shall be
procured and delivered by the concerned RFO. The RFO may extend support that includes,
but is not limited to, seeds, planting materials, agricultural inputs, basic farm tools, and
small equipment.

Section 11. Monitoring and Evaluation

The DA-RFOs and/or the NOAP-NPCO shall conduct periodic monitoring and evaluation of
funded SIRs to ensure proper utilization and achievement of program objectives.

In cases where implementation of the requested intervention fails due to unforeseen
circumstances, the recipient/applicant must promptly coordinate and report the incident(s)
to the RFO, providing a full account of the events and contributing factors.

Section 12. Repealing Clause

All existing Orders, Circulars, Guidelines, Rules, and Regulations inconsistent with this
Memorandum Circular are hereby modified, revoked, or repealed accordingly.




Section 13. Separability Clause

Should any provision of this Memorandum Circular or any part thereof be declared invalid,
the other provisions, so far as they are separable, shall remain in force and effect.

Section 14. Amendatory Clause

The DA, upon recommendation of the National Organic Agriculture Board (NOAB), may
modify, amend, revise, and/or make further issuances as it may deem necessary and
appropriate to implement and/or supplement these guidelines.

Section 15. Effectivity Clause
This Circular shall take effect after fifteen (15) days following the completion of its
publication in the Official Gazette or in any newspaper of general circulation and after filing

of three (3) certified copies in the Office of the National Administrative Register, University
of the Philippines Law Center.

Done this _ﬂ_‘_‘ day of _Kbv -, 2025.
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FRANCISCO P. TIU LAUREL JR.

Secretary /




[Date]

[Name of Regional Executive Director]

Regional Executive Director

Department of Agriculture-Regional Field Office [Region]
[Address]

THRU : [Name of Regional OAP Focal Person]
Regional Organic Agriculture Focal Person

SUBJECT - SMALL INTERVENTION REQUEST

Dear RED

The {Name of Applicant} would like to avail of assistance under the small intervention request of the
National Organic Agriculture Program. The {Name of Applicant} [a short
description of the applicant to include office address and area of operation, total of number of organic
farmer-members, total number of farmer-members directly benefiting from the SIR, reason for availment

and benefits expected from the SIR].

The requests are as follows:

First Priority
ITEM QUANTITY AND NAME OF FARMER-MEMBER
UNIT OF MEASURE RECIPIENT/ ASSIGNEE
: | 1
2
2 1
2
Second Priority
ITEM QUANTITY AND NAME OF FARMER-MEMBER
UNIT OF MEASURE RECIPIENT/ ASSIGNEE
i | : |
2
2 1
2

Along with this request is a copy of our policy document pertaining to the utilization of the assistance

that will be received.

May this humble request merit your kind consideration. Thank you very much.

Respectfully yours,

Authorized Representative of the FCA/Other Applicant
[Position/Designation]
[Name of Organization]




Ang dokumentong ito ay hango sa policy document ng Aklan Provincial Organic Producers
Association o APOPA sa kanilang implementasyon ng Organic Agriculture Livelihood Project
(OALP) sa native chicken production.

Ito ay bukas-palad na ibinabahagi ni APOPA Chairperson Godynel D. Isedenia na
kasalukuyang kinatawan ng mga small farmers mula sa Visayas Region sa National Organic
Agriculture Board (NOAB), bilang gabay sa mga hihiling ng tulong sa ilalim ng Small
Intervention Request (SIR) ng National Organic Agriculture Program (NOAP).

Minor modifications were made in the document to align the wordings to the SIR. Please feel
free to adopt and/or modify the wordings, as you deem fit and proper to your organization.

Please print the said document in your organization’s letterhead as attachment to the SIR
application .

Thank you.

- NOAP NPCO PDSD



