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RESOLUTION ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
BASELINE DATA FOR ORGANIC AGRICULTURE

WHEREAS, Section 2 of Republic Act No. 10068 or the Organic Agriculture Act of 2010, as
amended by Republic Act No. 11511, declares the policy of the State to promote, propagate,
develop further, and implement the practice of organic agriculture in the Philippines;

WHEREAS, Section 6 of R.A. 10068, as amended, created the National Organic Agriculture
Board (NOAB) as the policy-making body that shall provide direction and general
guidelines for the implementation of the National Organic Agriculture Program (NOAP);

WHEREAS, Sections 12, 13 and 14 of R.A. 10068, as amended, mandate the Bureau of
Agriculture and Fisheries Standards (BAFS) to formulate and update standards relevant to
organic agriculture, inspect and certify core Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) group

farmer-members, and accredit core PGS groups and Third-Party groups as organic
certifying body (OCB);

WHEREAS, as of August 7, 2024, a total of 251 PGS organic farmer-members have been
certified by BAFS covering a total farm area of 216.58 hectares; In addition, a total of 33

core PGS groups have been accredited by BAFS as organic certifying body as of August 5,
2024;

WHEREAS, as of July 2, 2024, there is a total of 53 Third Party - certified organic operators
covering 125.26 hectares of farm areas around the country; Currently, there are only two
third party OCB which have been accredited by BAFS;

WHEREAS, it has been observed that there is a slow uptake of certification by organic
practitioners which resulted to a decline in the number of certified organic areas/farms in
the country; it should be noted, however, that the number of certified farms covers only
those which are certified by PGS and Third Party-accredited organic certifying bodies;
farms certified by international organic certifying bodies are not included;

NOW, THEREFORE, this Board, by virtue of the power vested in it by R.A. 10068, as
amended, has RESOLVED, as it is hereby RESOLVED, to direct the National Organic
Agriculture Program (NOAP) to establish the baseline data for organic agriculture and
prepare the tools and instruments for this purpose;

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries Standards (BAFS)
gather the data on organic farms certified by international organic certifying bodies; and

prepare analytical report on the slow uptake of organic certification despite recognition of
PGS in the country.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 15t day of August 2024 in the City of San Fernando,
Province of La Union, Philippines by the following NOAB members present:
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