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Resolution No. 29

Series of 2018

RECOMMENDING THE INCLUSION OF BUREAU OF FISHERIES AND AQUATIC
RESOURCES (BFAR) AS IMPLEMENTER OF CERTIFICATION ASSISTANCE TO
ORGANIC AQUACULTURE PRACTITIONERS

WHEREAS, Section No. 05 of Republic Act No. 10068 otherwise known as the “Organic
Agriculture Act of 2010" established the National Organic Agriculture Program (NOAP);

WHEREAS, the Honorable Board is the policy-making body mandated under Section 6
of RA No. 10068 to provide direction and general guidelines for the implementation of

the NOAP;

WHEREAS, Section 24 of Republic Act No. 10068, or the Organic Agriculture Act of 2010

states that the government shall extend incentives for the production and propagation

of organic farm inputs by maximizing their use in all government and government-
supported agricultural production, research and demonstration programs;

WHEREAS, Section 24 further states that incentives such as subsidies for certification

es and other support services to facilitate organic certification shall be provided to
farmers whose farms have been duly certified as compliant to the Philippine National
andards (PNS)
WHEREAS, in 2015, the Department of Agriculture issued Department Circular No. 04,

Series of 2015 or the Revised Guidelines on the Provision of Certification Subsidy

Incentive for Organic Agriculture Entities /Farmers and Organic Input Producers to
fully operationalize Section 24 item (d) of the OA Act;

WHEREAS, the National Organic Agriculture Board (NOAB) deemed it necessary to
amend D.C. No. 04, Series of 2015 through the issuance of NOAB Resolution No. 13,

Series of 2018;
WHEREAS, the provisions under the revised Department Circular aim to expand the
applicability and coverage of certification assistance, and specify the roles and

responsibilities of concerned offices in the processing of application for certificatio
assistance and ensure that certification assistance is given to qualified entities to
facilitate certification by organic certifying bodies (OCBs);

WHEREAS, during the NOAB Technical Committee Meeting last May 17, 2018, the '
NOAB agreed to recommend BFAR as one of the implementers of certification
assistance to organic aquaculture practitioners;
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WHEREAS, the BFAR shall provide certification assistance to organic agriculture
entities applying only for organic aquaculture certification and form its own pre-
assessment team for the said purpose;

WHEREAS, considering the foregoing, the Department Circular No. 04, Series of 2015
will be revised to include BFAR in the implementation of certification assistance;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Honorable Board, by virtue of the powers vested in it by RA
10068, has resolved, as it hereby RESOLVES, to recommend BFAR as implementer of
certification assistance to organic aquaculture practitioners.

RESOLVED, FURTHER, that the said Department Circular shall be subjected to further
review of the Legal Service of the Department.

RESOLVED FINALLY, that once the draft Department Circular has been found to have
no legally objectionable provisions, the NOAB Secretariat shall endorse the document to
the Office of the Secretary for the approval of the Department Secretary.

APPROVED by the following Members of the Board on July 17, 2018:

SEC. EMMANUEL F. PINOL
Chairperson
Department of Agriculture (DA)

USEC._EPIMACO V. DENSING III
Vice - Chairperson
Permanent Representative

Department of Interior and Local Governmenﬁr

ASEC. TERESITA O. VISTRO DIR. JOCELYN DR. ANDAYA
Permanent Representative Permanent Representative
Department of Agrarian Reform Department of Education
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DIR,KOFIO B. QUINTANA

nent Representative
of Environment and Natural

Resources

DIR. PILAR MARILYN P. PAGAYUNAN
Permanent Representative
Department of Health

DIR. JUANITO T. BATALON
Permanent Representative
Department of Science and Technology

(s

DIR. NESTOR P. ARCANSALIN
Permanent Representative
Department of Frgde/and Industry

MR.EFFERSON C. LARUAN

Representative, Luzon Small Farmer
La Trinidad Organic Practitioners

Multi-Purpose Co niative
¥

Representatiye, Visayas Small Farmer
Negros Island Organic Practitioners

Association

MR. ADELBERTO B. BANIQUED
Representative, Mindanao Small Farmer
Molave Orgapic SRI Practitioners

Agsociations

MR. NOELB. AiYAZAR
Representative, /NGO

Agro-Eco Philippines Inc.

GUILLERMO F. SARET, JR.
Representative, Agribusiness
Firm/Private Sector
Saret Organic Farmville

NORMAN G. DE JESUS
Representative, Academe
Pampanga State Agricultural University
(PSAU)
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