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APPROVING THE FINAL DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR THE CERTIFICATION AND
ACCREDITATION OF CORE PARTICIPATORY GUARANTEE SYSTEM (PGS) GROUPS AS
ORGANIC CERTIFYING BODIES

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 10068 (RA No. 10068), otherwise known as the Organic
Agriculture Act of 2010, was enacted to provide for the development and promotion of
organic agriculture in the Philippines and for other purposes;

WHEREAS, Section 6 of RA No. 10068, created the National Organic Agriculture Board
(NOAB) as the policy-making body of the National Organic Agriculture Program (NOAP),
which is mandated to provide direction and general guidelines for the implementation of
the NOAP;

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 11511 (RA No. 11511), an Act amending the Organic
Agriculture Act of 2010, reaffirms the policy of the State to promote, propagate, develop
further and implement the practice of organic agriculture in the Philippines;

WHEREAS, RA No. 11511 amended several provisions of RA No. 10068 including the
amendment of the existing Section 13 (Accreditation of OCB) designated and authorized
the Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries Standards (BAFS) to grant accreditation to organic
certifying bodies or entities performing inspection and certification as part of the
Participatory Guarantee System (PGS);

WHEREAS, RA No. 11511 further amended RA No. 10068 by adding a new section (Section
14) on Participatory Guarantee System (PGS), which provides the basic principles, legal
personality, certification, accreditation, organizational levels, promotion, training and
inspection of, and incentives for PGS groups;

WHEREAS, Rule 14.3 of Section 14 (Participatory Guarantee System) of the IRR of RA No.
10068 as amended by RA No. 11511, mandates BAFS to develop guidelines that will set out
the principles, characteristics, composition, organization and procedures for the
establishment and operation of PGS groups;

WHEREAS, Rule 14.5 of the Implementing Rules and Regulations of Section 14
(Participatory Guarantee System) of RA No. 10068 as amended by RA No. 11511 further
mandates the BAFS to develop policies and guidelines for the accreditation of core PGS
groups or any qualified entity applying for accreditation, and related activities such as
certification procedure, issuance of certification decision, and handling of complaints and
appeals relating to the operations of accredited PGS groups;

WHEREAS, Rule 14.6 of the IRR further mandates the BAFS to certify five (5) individual
farms selected by the PGS group to form the core PGS group; and

WHEREAS, following the principle of inclusivity and transparency among its stakeholders,
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the two (2) draft guidelines for the implementation of PGS developed by BAFS have been
subjected to public consultation, and were revised accordingly.

NOW, THEREFORE, considering the foregoing, this Honorable Board, by virtue of the
powers vested in it by RA No. 10068, as amended by RA No. 11511, has RESOLVED, AS IT
HEREBY RESOLVES, to approve the Guidelines for the Certification and Accreditation of
Core Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) Groups as Organic Certifying Bodies.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the draft guidelines shall be subjected to further review of the
Legal Service of the Department.

RESOLVED FINALLY, that once the draft guidelines have been found to be legally in order,
the DA-BAFS shall endorse the draft guidelines to the Office of the Secretary for the
approval and signature of the Department Secretary.

APPROVED by the following Members of the NOAB in special meeting held via
teleconference on 21 May 2021, in Quezon City, NCR, Philippines.

USEC. ZAMZAMINA. AMPATUAN
Alternate Cjfairperson
Department of Agriculture (DA)

Date signed:

ASEC. ROOSQUE B. CALACAT
Vice - Chairperson
‘: Permanent Representative
Department of Interior and Local Government
é Date signed:

ASEC. MILAGROS l§<ABEL A. CRISTOBAL DIR. PILAR MARILYN P. PAGAYUNAN
rmanent Representative Permanent Representative
Depattment of Agrarian Reform Department of Health
Datesigned: Date signed:
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DIR. RAQUEL B. ECHAGUE
Permanent Representative
Department of Trade and Industry

Date signed:

DIR. JUANITO T. BATALON
Permanent Representative
Department of Science and Technology

Date signed:

. ORBIDA

DR. VI ANDO D. NACPIL MR.
Represenitative, Luzon Small Farmer Representatiye, as Small Farmer
National Empowerment Development PeacePond Farjhers Association (PFA)
Exchanges (NEDEX) Date si
Date signed:

MR. RENATO D. DELA CRUZ MR.ROLDAN C. PARAGUISON

Representative, Mindanao Small Farmer Representative, NGO
Integrated Farming System for Sustainable Gratia Plena Social Action Center
Agriculture Farmers Association Date signed:
Date signed:
Al gl

MR. HENRY JAMES M. SISON DR. ADER{OR G. GARCIA

Representative, Agribusiness Firm/Private Representative, Academe
Sector University of Southern Mindanao
Date signed:

Verdant Seasons Farm Management
Technologies Corporation
Date signed:
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Representative, LGU Representative, PGS Group
National President of League of Organic PGS Pilipinas
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Provinces of the Philippines
Date signed:
Ms. IMELDA B. TAGANAS EXEC. DIR. ROGELIO FRANCISCO M.
Permanent Representative BANTAYAN
Technical Education and Skills Development Representative, IPs
Authority National Commission on Indigenous Peoples
Date signed: Date signed:
Noted by:

DIR. BERNADETTE F. SAN JUAN, CESO 11
NOAB Secretary

Date signed:
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